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The Shanks – Lommel Family 2001-2002  
 

Happy Holidays to our Family and Friends!  
  

 
A recent view of our town from a walk across the hilltops  

It’s been two years since we put together a 
note for y’all; I guess we’ve just lost track 
of time.  That’s a pretty common theme, 
isn’t it?  ☺  But anyway, I miss all your-
all’s yearly snail mail cards and letters so 
will follow my mother’s age-old advice:  If 
you want to get letters, you have to write 
them first! 
 
The first two pictures here give a taste of 
why we love living on a hilltop in Germany. 
The scenery provided by the rolling hills 
seems to change daily.  

 
 

 

First things first!  Today, Friday the 13 
(FtT), is the 95th FtT that my (Jen’s) parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Norton Hutchinson, Jr., 
have spent together.  They married on FtT 
of June 1947 and have celebrated each FtT 
since.  This June 13th will be their 96th  FtT 
as well as their 55th Wedding Anniversary. 
Congratulations Granny and Granpa Hutch! 
 
Of special interest -- This will be the first 
and last school year where all 5 children are 
in school!   We’ve got grades K-12 covered. 
Along with that, the big kids are still in 
university and professional studies. Imagine 
the TERABYTES of info we're packing 
away.  We are going to be so SMART! (old, 
but smart).  
 

It is BALLOOOOOON! ☺  
This is the first, and last balloon we have seen here in 
three years! It landed only a couple of miles from the 

house. 
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"Don, the bathrooms are still dirty, the dust bunnies are 

growing… and WHERE is my SUPPER?!?"  
"But Jen, I'm getting all A's!" ☺  

Don’s been busy finishing up the remainder 
of his classes, and is due to graduate from 
University of Maryland, Europe this Spring 
with a BS in Information Systems 
Management, a minor in E-Commerce and 
Technology Management, and a certificate 
in Database Management.  
 
To brag a little… (I’m allowed since I’m 
not *him*) December 1st he was inducted 
into the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society (the 
top 10% of his graduating class).  He’s 
looking forward (with a passion) to being 
gainfully employed so we can afford a pair 
of horses and a hot air balloon (and maybe a 
more comfortable napping couch)! 

 
 

 

I (Jen) have been engaging in a little higher 
education myself needed to progress from 
Major to Lt. Col.  I’m enrolled in 
professional military education (PME) in 
the Air Command and Staff College (by 
correspondence).  So far, I’ve passed 2 of 
the 6 exams.  We have 18 months to 
complete the course – the stack of reading 
material towers over me – but my goal is to 
finish up at about the same time Don 
graduates; this timing will allow us to spend 
our remaining months in Europe looking 
around a little.   
 
We might even become reacquainted.  ☺  

Jennie and little-big sister Judy…  
Hey, it's brighter in Oyster Bay, NY then in Germany! 

 
 

 
Amy shows off her new glasses…  

(and of course her mid section!)  

Amy (18) is a busy Senior now and will be 
graduating from Ramstein (American) High 
School in June.  She’s been working on the 
RHS yearbook staff, and is a manager for 
the RHS varsity wrestling team.   
 
This year she took her first job outside the 
home working in the gift shop at the Base 
Exchange.  With all this going on, she still 
finds time to take Kathy, Alex, and Melodie 
to the Schwimmbad or bowling on a regular 
basis. Keeping the young men on base at 
bay is a real chore for her sometimes, but 
the ones she brings home for us to meet 
seem very nice indeed.  
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Adam (17) is a Junior at RHS.  This has 
got to be his busiest year yet.  He’s been 
working hard at the Burger King on 
Ramstein AB and has really been 
enjoying the lovely sensation of having 
your own money to spend.   
 
He and his best friend, John (aka ‘Helga’) 
spend a lot of time riding their bikes 
between Martinshöhe and Bruchmühlbach 
to visit each other.  They ride the trains to 
the next town over and have been hitting 
the movies pretty hard.  Go-carting has 
become a regular weekend activity.  It’s a 
huge thrill for them! He is saving up for 
his first money pit… a car.  
 

Although almost never home, he still gets in time with Melodie. 

 
 

 
Sitting by the pond at the 'company' picnic before 
having her face painted with a design of her own.  

Kathy (13) is in 8th grade at Landstuhl 
Elementary/Middle School (LEMS).  Next 
year she’ll move up to be a Freshman at 
Ramstein High.  This just blows me away; 
doesn’t it seem like just yesterday she was a 
pointy-headed newborn?  ☺  
 
She’s in the language club at her school and 
is hoping to take a trip to Spain with them in 
the Spring (maybe I’ll chaperone!)  She 
does a beautiful job drawing all kinds of 
fantasy characters (angels, dragons, 
mermaids) and scenes.  Her favorite place to 
sleep (usually past noon on weekends) is on 
her top bunk.  

 
 

 

Alex (11) is in the 6th grade at LEMS.  He’s 
an amazing reader and has read books that 
are daunting to ME!  He’s still semi-active 
in Boy Scouts (he’ll be helping with 
Christmas tree sales tomorrow) and will be 
going to the Klondike Derby (Kandersteg, 
Switzerland) with his troop in January. 
<funny to think these places are ‘local’ to 
us>.   
 
This is also his first year playing the oboe 
with the school band.  He works very hard 
at it and is doing well.  His favorite pass-
time still seems to be breaking his toys, 
eating candy eyeballs, daydreaming, and 
watching sci-fi movies. 

Alex has his first public concert appearance. The 
beginner group was of course the BEST.  
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Mel, too is an avid reader and book lover. Every 

evening, someone in the family takes a turn to read to 
her, and have her read to them.  

Melodie (5).  Ahhh, Melodie.  Melodie 
started Kindergarten this year!  She loves it.  
She gets hung up on concepts and won’t let 
them rest until she fully understands them.  
She just finished teaching herself how to tell 
time.  Every minute she'd ask us, “What 
time it is?  How many minutes past 8?  How 
many before 9?”  Now she can tell time! 
 
She’s currently learning what all the gauges 
on the dashboard tell us.  Melodie is very 
observant in the car and tells me 
immediately if I’ve missed a turn or gone 
the wrong way.  She still loves going 
through the Hörnchenberg Tunnel on 
Tuesdays (“Tuesday is Tunnel Day!”).  

 

 

This years tree is eclectic as always, 
but that is the only way we would 
have it. Decorated with years of 

memories and love. 

Pfew!  I’ve tried to keep this short but any more than this 
would cost more postage. A price to pay to of trying to cover 

a year or two and 7 lives in one letter, I suppose.   We’ve 
started our year of ‘last time doing this..”  (currently working 
on “last Weinachts Markts”)  We’ll be moving back to the 
Continental United States (CONUS) in December 2003 so 

one year is all we have left to see more of Europe.  
 
We aren’t sure where we’ll end up since the needs of the AF 

dictate, but we’ll express a preference to go somewhere 
between the East coast and the Midwest somewhere.  It’ll be 
good to be back in the same “neighborhood” with you all.  
So far, I’ve been in the AF for 23.5 years; I'm starting to 

think of making it a career! <looking forward to 'retirement'> ☺  
 
Guess I’d better get moving.  We’ve got to do the cookie 
thing and maybe even get a tree today.  Then when Don puts 
in the pictures he can include one for you. I’m really looking 
forward to getting lots of snail mail, so get busy and write!! 
 

 
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, Happy New Year, Season’s Greetings, Fröhe Weinachten!   
Prost Neu Jahr!…and Tschüß too!  (That’s a common way for Deutschers to say, “Toast the New 
Year and See ya!”)  Most of all, lots of love to everyone; we miss you.  
 

Don, Jennie, Amy, Adam, Kathy, Alex, and Melodie  
 

Shanks Family  don@ahandyman.com  See more pictures on the web at:  
PSC 2 BOX 8706  jen@ahandyman.com  http://www.ahandyman.com/kmc/  
APO, AE  09012  amy@ahandyman.com  
 adam@ahandyman.com   
 kathy@ahandyman.com   
 alex@ahandyman.com  
 melodie@ahandyman.com  � (actually goes to mom & dad…)  

 


